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1. o~talled reonle'’s Correspondents aré assigned to newspapers 
iu the Soviet Zone of Cs aniny by orders of Jalter Uloricnt, 
deputy -linisterpresicent of the Cezman Democratic iigpubl ie 
(DDR). seb (German Socialist Unity Party) functi onary wax 
oshneider was ordered te ree nnee the Peoole’s Correspondents’ 
net. 


&. Feopls’s Correspondents are to explore and Influence public 
opinion. Thelr officlal mission was defined by prominent 
personalities in the Soviet Zone of Germany as follows: 


a. Lernhard Soenesn, SED provincial chairman for Saxony~ 
Anhalt, said that reople’s Correspondents are to help im- 
prove the quality of industrial products, ete,, fifi, 

even more than fulflll, economic pians, disclose shortcomings 
in economy and administration and defend against "agents end 
saboteurs", 


bd. lIleing Ferdinand Padberg, one of the prominent press poli- 
ticians of the SED and a cont ributer to the Cominform news~ 
ynaper called it the mission of the People's Correspondents 

to umnask uuserupulous elements, organize discussions on 

labor norms and inprovement in quality, contribute to better 
working stendards, disclose ard rsrort sabotage plens, should 
subsidiary enternrises fail to come up to thelr delivery norms. 
Ue called the Peocle’s Correspondents the syes and ears of 
enterprises. 


c, kobert Korh, member of the press section of the SED 
Central secretariat, at press conferences on 3 and 10 
February 1950 said that the People's Correspon cents are 
"the eyes and ears of the oad anong the masses”, represent 
public opinion ard heave ts "nake the masses understand ane 
execute the economic plans". 


CONFIDENTia; 


[erate ge fe [NAW pxjaese PT osteo = 

[ARMY of [og baie 4 ge | Fe _| _] PE Ee es] 
This document is hereby regraded to 1 S4 HSS. Bl 
CONFIDENTIAL in accordance with the 
letter of i6 October 1978 from the iy J /c 


Director cf Central Inte:-cence to the 
arcnivipprovadt Fas Ralanse 2002/08/07 : CIA-RERHP 


esl RGEd-900260003 
Y 25X1 
“Soxt RNereWv pena ee Date: t Se — aa Pd 


lie t 


Approved For Release 2002/08/07 : CIA-RDP82-00457R004900260003-1 


. 


25X1 
seopatv et si‘CSCSC*s*zC 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE ARENCY [ 
oD os 


a. Gerhard Jisler, chief of the information Garartnent 
with the DUR Governnent called it the duty of tha Peonle's 
Correspondents to be in close contact with the information 
offices. In his opinion the jfeople’s Correspondent is the 
most reliable source of information on the atiicude of the 
population. 


6. s#oOllowing directives by the oBD Central secratariat the 
missions of the Yveople's Vorrespondents were defined at 
conferences held by :eoplets vorrespondents from various 
countries in January 1050 to the efYect that veople’s Cor- 
respondents are to explore the attitude of tha population) 
and consider means to help execute the nlans of the 
€overnments, 


nly persons who prove reliable SEZD noubers are eligible 
for People's Correspondents, iembers of other parties in 
the soviet Zone of Gernany ana non-partisan persons are 
not permitted to work as Feople's Corresrondents. 


In crganizaticn Peonle's Correspondents are attashed te 
editing offices of the SED party press. They vork unier 

the political control of the provincial or district or- 
ganizations of the party. 

During recent months conferences for People's Correspondents 
have been held with the various party papers in the soviet 
aone Of Geriary. after the first central eonterence held on 
26 October 1949 with Ulbricht in the chair, the People's 
Correspondents of Neues veutschland met, Por example on 

17 ioveniber 1949 and established the Jilheim rieck Collective 
which is to deal with economic problems, Another conference 
of People's Correspondents of the heues Veutschlend ves 

held in iostock (11 55/0 81) on 23 Tovember 1920-  nbout 3,000 
People's Correspondents met in viagdeburg (1 53/¥ 60} on 

15 December 1949 for a meeting of the Volxsstimms., People’s 
Correspondents of the Uresden (N 528/D BOy institute of Techi- 
nology met in late Jecember 1949 am the Peopie's Corre 3- 
pondents of the Preiheit, a party paver in w~axony= Anhalt, 


the iaerkische Zeitung, a irandenburs (NW 53/Z 23). paper, 
and the oaecnsiche eStbune held conferences in January 1950, 


the nurber of People's Oorrespondents euployed by individual 
newspapers may be inferred from the Yollowing fieures: 


a. The Volksstime, newsvaper in Chemitgz (N 51i/K 638), has 


about 700 People’s Correspondents including about 205 lavorers, 


500 employees, 105 teachers and 25 enployees of the lachine 
Lending station (iss), 


b. The Volksstimmne, a -lagdeburg paper, has abab 1,400 Pacple's 
Correspondents including about 706 laborers, 550 employees and 


100 peasants. 


c, The Saechsische Zeitung has more than &00 reople's 
Correspondents, 
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ad. The Leuss veutschiand, central oD paper is said to 
have about 10,000 People's Correspondents. nly a few of 
them are women. ‘he number of youths among the peopie 3 
Correspondents is steadily increasing. 


7. People’s Correspondents are enployees of entervrises, 
administrative agencies, ete. They do not work in full- 
time capacity for telr newsnapers and are not raid 
on a fixed-salary basis but are paid for their expenses and 
their published articles, 


8 Considering the large number of Peonle's Correspondents 

who work for newspapers, only a sma]l portion of the re- 
norts can be used by the -ress. ..ost of this information 
is forwarded to offices of the soviet IS, the Central 
Control Commission, the SuD Provincial Control Comthissions 
(IKK), offices of the .iinistry for State security and to 
the Information Offices. 


9. teople's Correspondents are directed via editing offices 
of the party press with vhich they cooperate. Lleoplea'ts 
Corresponéents sections are being established in editing 
offices. They maintain close contact with offices to which 
information is distributed. 


10, The inportance of the icople'’s eopiosvcidantc mey be gathered 
from the fact that they work among the populetion as "neutral 
observers". as they do not anpear as official narty or state 
agents they cen easily explore and steer public opinion and 
learn of abuses. They therefore represent a dangerous tool 
of the Folitbureau. ‘That the coviets are aware of their 
importance is indicated by the fact that soviet officers 
were present at almost all conferences of the People's Cuor= 
respondents either as observers or even as advisors. 


11. The population in the Loviet Zone of Germany views the 
People’s Correspondents with distrust and considers them 
agents of the governnent., This prompted Gerhard Hisler 
to declare that the :eople’s Correspondents are not snies 
aid that special laws are being worked out for their 
nrotecti on. 


25X14  _L__] Comment : 


There is no doubt that the reople's Vorrespondents forn 
an essential link in the internal security system of the 
UDR. «apart from a control of the population independent 
of the nolice they make possible the steering of public 
opinicn. 


A previoirs report* indicated that a vection for information 
Control was established in the inforiation Offices of the 
Laender of the wun, it is assumed that the two “officers 
in charre of the exploration of vublic opinion and of voro~- 
paganda" who are assigned to these information contrel 
sections have to coorerate with the People's Corresnondents. 
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